Dear Faculty,
UCSC students are joining unions, including UAW Local 2865, which represents UC teaching assistants, and local organizations in the campaign to Refund California. This statewide coalition of workers, students, and faculty from all sectors of public education are pooling resources and energy to fight the budget cuts that threaten the future of education and employment in our state. Part of the mission is to push for progressive tax reforms that will save public education and raise taxes on the wealthiest 1% in California.
The recent popular movement uniting the '99%' is no surprise to students at the UC. We have experienced the financial crisis firsthand, in the fom of steep cutbacks to classes and TAs, increasing workloads, departmental funding cuts, fee hikes, and dwindling job prospects. These new cutbacks threaten students, who already have staggeringly high levels of debt, with the prospect of real financial ruin along the path to completing their degree programs. Quality education becomes increasingly difficult to pull off as classrooms grow more and more crowded. This is not an acceptable state of affairs for public education. For these reasons and many more, students are organizing and asking for your support for actions on November 9th and November 16th.
Refund California has called for a National Day of Action to Defend Public Education on Wednesday November 9, 2011. Students and workers are pushing for a system-wide walk-out and protest on this day. At UCSC, organizers are planning an action intended to build community solidarity around the economic challenges we are all facing. The day will begin with a rally at noon in Quarry Plaza, followed by a march to the base of campus for a lunch on the lawn at 2 pm. At 3 pm, UC protesters will march to the clock tower downtown for a 4 pm rally with K-12 teachers and other community groups and unions. The day will culminate in an action at a local branch of a bank known for targeting communities of color for predatory lending and for profiting from student loan debt. 

This action is the first in a campaign to refund public education in California, and will build toward a second action to take place the following week. On Wednesday, November 16, 2011, students and workers will rally at the Regents Meeting at UCSF, Mission Bay and at a meeting of the CSU Board of Trustees at in Longbeach. Buses will leave from the East Remote parking lot at 7:45 and will return by 5pm. You can reserve a seat at www.teachthebudget.com
As a faculty member, you can help in a number of ways. First, by excusing student absences on November 9th and 16th. And second, by supporting the “Teach the Budget” initiative to inform students about the budget crisis and rapid de-funding of public education in California. You can do this by taking a moment out of your regularly planned instruction to present our 10-minute curriculum to your students, or allow a student to present it. Graduate students could also teach it in their section. This curricullum has been endorsed by the UC Student Association, as well as our campus’s Graduate Student Association, and is being taught on UC campuses across the state. It can be found at: http://teachthebudget.com/the-2011-curriculum/ You can also request a presenter for your class by filling out our online form here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dEpLWTR4blJoTW1wZkhDYVR0b3FkcGc6MQ
UC grads, undergrads, and workers greatly appreciate your support in this struggle. The budget crisis impacts all of us and we hope to encourage a community-wide discussion on these issues and the very real threats they pose to our society and our university.
For more information check out the teach the budget website at http://teachthebudget.com
Thank you for your time and your support. Save public education!
In solidarity,

Students Organizing 
